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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
^ I I (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 



sheets, as follows: 



I [ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 

— and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 

— beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b I I (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

' — ' , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
I I Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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07 January 2005 (07.01 .2005) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 
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Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL Pi 



RNARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 



ational application No. 

PCT/JP2003/012138 



□ 



This report is based on translations from tlie original language into the following language 
which IS language ofa translation fiimished for the purpose of 6 6 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



^' 1 feJlZ"n% application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 

1^ The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 
pages 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/fiimished 



I I the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 
pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I the drawings: 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing, 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs ^ 

I I the sequence listing (ipccijj;;: ^ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
(R^Ie 7o" (V) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing fipec/j^ij;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP03/12138 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 2,4,6 YES 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims I.7 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims I.7 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dociunent 1: JP, 8-51 1740, A (Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG), 10 December, 1996 (10.12.96), page 19, 
line 20 to page 20, line 5; page 21, line 20 to page 22, line 7; page 23, lines 4-24; page 35, line 1 1 to page 36, 
line 16; Figs. 1 and 6 

Document 2: JP, 8-142313, A (Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.), 4 June, 1996 (04.06.96), column 3, lines 13- 
23; column 3, line 34 to column 4, line 38; column 5, line 24 to column 6, line 4; Figs. 1-3 
Document 3: JP, 8-67003, A (Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.), 12 March, 1996 (12.03.96), column 1, lines 
19-23; colximn 2, line 41 to column 3, line 23; colxunn 4, line 33 to colximn 5, line 17; Figs. 1 and 4-7 
Document 4: JP, 9-147092, A (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd.), 6 June, 1997 (06.06.97), column 1, lines 41-46; 
column 6, lines 13-28; Figs, 1 and 3 

The subject matters of claims 1, 3, 5 and 7 do not appear to be novel in view of document 1 cited in the 

ISR. 

The subject matters of claims 2, 4 and 6 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 
1-4 cited in the ISR. 

The inventions described in documents 1-3 are intended to solve a common problem of precisely 
inspecting a print by blowing air to the print by an air jet means. 

The constitutions in which (1) an air pressing position is made close to a photographing position and (2) 
air is blown virtually vertically are described in documents 2 and 3. It is considered to be obvious for a person 
skilled in the art to employ the constitutions described in documents 2 and 3 in the invention of document 1. 

It is considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to set, as required, (1) the distance between an 
air nozzle to the surface of a print and (2) the air static pressure of the air nozzle for allowing the print to be 
suitably pressed down. 

Document 4 discloses the constitution in which a cylindrical lens is used for condensing light. It is 
considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to employ the constitution described in document 4 in 
the invention described in document 1 . 
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